
BRIEF HISTORY OF OGIDI LAND

According to the oral tradition of Ijumu land, three brothers left Ile-Ife, the cradle of Yoruba 
civilisation and the ancestral home of Yoruba people, to settle in the area now known today
as Ijumu Local Government Area. The youngest of the three brothers settled at what is 
known today as Ogidi-Ijumu while the others, having parted ways at Iya crossroads, 
proceeded to encamp at Gbede and Adde. Typical of oral tradition, the names of these 
brothers, the period of their migration and how long it took them to arrive at the present 
site are unknown. However, it is believed that they came through Iddo-Faboro in today's 
Ekiti State and moving towards what is now known as Iyamoye, then called Iya which was 
their point of departure to their various directions in search of game.

For the youngest brother, the Ipowu Mountain was an attraction. This young hunter 
climbed the mountain and saw large expanse of virgin land to the east, north-east and 
south-east. Turning round he surveyed the vast promising land all around the mountain 
and the route which brought him to the area. He then moved eastward and settled. The 
very point where he chose is not exactly known, but it is known that old Ogidi settlements 
were around the east and north-east of Ipowu Mountain. It is also not known how many 
people were involved in the migration either at the initial period or later on. It is probable 
that this hunter-settler went back to Ile-Ife to bring families to the new settlement to 
increase the population and thus started the formation of what is now known as Ogidi-
Ijumu.

Another version of oral tradition talked about Olohain and Ologa as the early settlers. 
According to that version, Olohain, who went on a hunting expedition lost contact with 
Ologa and eventually Olohain developed long hairs that covered his face. In his own case, 
while Ologa was on his hunting expedition, he encountered a being perched on a rock; he 
was not too sure whether what he saw was a human being or a chimpanzee. He initially 
attempted to shoot the object of his confusion but opted to exercise caution. He eventually 
found that the being was actually human and that it was the lost Olohain. He queried 
Olohain about his unkept hair and decided to give him a shave. As a result of the kind 
gesture, Olohain was said to have taken Ologa up the Ipowu Mountain and gave the land 
to the East to him as far as he could view.

What the relationship between Olohain and Ologa was is not exactly known. They were, 
probably brothers, Olohain having arrived earlier and probably one of the Ijumu brothers 
who later went  back to bring with him his relations to settle and founded what is today 
Ogidi-Ijumu.

Ologa, according to the same oral tradition, is said to be the founding father of Otun-Ogidi; 
Iga and Ogale, while Olohain is said to have founded Ono and Ohi Ogidi-Ijumu.

All of these are in the remote past not clearly and definitely remembered in the oral 
tradition of the people. The loss of the oral tradition on the exact origin of Ogidi-Ijumu may 
probably have been as a result of the devastating Nupe Way of the 1880's which disrupted
community life. Those who would have passed the oral tradition to their children either 
died in the war or were ferried away into slavery.


